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One grape and one man are
leading the country's march
roward wines of quality and
character By JAMES MOLESWORTH

an Argentina fulfill its potential and produce world-class wines! The answer is an
emphatic yes, thanks to the Malbec grape in general and the wines of Nicolds
Catena in particular. ® The 68 Argentinean Malbecs that | tasted over the past
year confirm the findings of my last report (“True Colors,” April 30, 2002) on the region:
Malbec is clearly Argenrina's strong suit and, dollar for dollar, the country’s bottlings of this
variety comprise one of the world’s most distinctive groups of wines. ® Meanwhile, Catena's
portfolio, from the value-priced Alamos line up through the Catena, Catena Alra and
Catena Zapata wines, provides the country’s broadest and best-scaring range of quality, with
many of the wines made in ample quantity. The question facing Argentina now is, can

Catena's colleagues follow suit, or will the wine industry there be a one-man show!

Dpposite; Nicolds Catena, Argenting's foremost vintnes, has set a new stanaard of quality far his nation's wines,
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Alrve: The design of Micolds Calena’s state-ol-the-arl Catena Jspakn wnery wis Sspied by Mayan architeciure. Badow: Peden Manchessky has been kay o Catena’s

unrivaled sucosss in Arpenting, Mos, he produces his own Bonarco 8Bl ag well
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Though few in number, the top wineries continue o elevate
their quality. Focusing primarily on Malbec and employing moders



TOP-SCORING WINES

WINE SCORE | PRICE
BODEQA CATEMA TAPATA Micokis Catens Zapats 93 | 550
Mendoza 1999 |
Raoasted cocoa bean, birperwest chocolabe, BMack - curram |

and hlackberry. Powerful finish, tongue-pounding tannins |
BODEGA CATEMA ZAPATA Malbec Mendoza @2 | 555
Catena Alta Angelica Vineyard 2000

Aratnas of chooodare, mephermy conditure und swect smoke,

Juley and dense. Raspherry and blackberry on the long finish. '
BODEGAS ESMERALDA Malbec Mendoza az I £80
Catena Alta Angelica Vingyard 1999

Aroms of Backberry and espressi, Sweet, dense tunnins,

Lowig finishs dlrips wirhs frsie pmsd eoase, yet remonms elegant, |
ACHAVAL-FERRER Malbec Mendoza Finca Altamira 2000 81 585
Diark, weith Blackberty sl chocolme nores. Racy fnish un- |

ks with juicy acidity; crumaned with fruin, spice el smoke. |
BODEGA CATENA ZAPATA Chardonnay Mendoza 81 | $32
Catena Alta Adrianna Yineyard 2000 [
Linctuous apricot, mango, fig and doed pinespple flavors,

wiith grilled st and sphee notes. Long, creamy fiaish, [
BODEGA CATENA TAPATA Malbec Mendoza a1 _ 25
Catana Lundunta Vimeyards 2000 |
I._".m'h.:\r-nrr.l.]n| Huri:h'rrl.l amc} nl:pl‘lrrr'r frunt and m Il'|i"l'-'ll| and

sanghitiie motes, Fleshy finish builds i imtensity. Great cut,

TIKAL Malbec Altos de Mendos Amoio 2000 Bl | S30
Divigs with fruit—Mackberry, rasphberry, boysenberry, Lush, |

ripe taevins imbedded from st to finish.

ACHAVAL-FERRER Quimesa Mendoza 2001 90 | $55
Focused, with mspherry, cossis, violet and mineral. Long

finish. Remarkably mcy, comsidening the dense, mipe fruir.

BENMARCO V.M.5. Mendara 2000 an £32
Mineml, bittersweer durk chocelate, bramble ond snguine

notes. Opague red that has a brooding, slightly mstic feel.

BODEGA CATENA ZAPATA Chardonnay Mendoza 90 | 520
Catena Agrelo Vineyards 2001

Lovely puriry and balance, with ripe favons of fig and pesr
backed g by Moral and toase nioes.

BODEGA SAN PEDRO DE YACOCHUYA Cofayate 18599 an s60
Flashy stvle, with seductive tonst and spice notes over the

remarkuldy wipple Mackberry and boyseniberry flavors,

BODEGAS CARD Mendoza 2000 an S40
Mice mix of ripe, crushed berries, vanilla, spice sod cedar

niores, with sn elegani texiure and pretty fimish.

BODEGAS ESMERALDA Cabemet Sauvignon a0 §22
Mendoza Catena Agrelo Vinoyards 1585

Ripe, with raspberry ond cassis fruie that grips the pakae.

Chogolite and tomse pites on the fmish.

BODEGAS ESMERALDA Chardonnay Mendoda an £17
Catena &grelo Vineywrds 2000

Delicacus. Juicy, with fig, pineapple and pear flavoss, fat
texrure and o bong Fimdsh that lees the Wivors hang on,

WINE SCORE |mt
BODEGAS TERRAZAS DE LOS ANDES Cabemet Sauvignon o0 | £38
Mandora Gran 1993

Devwe, dripping with currand, ciesis, bimesweer chocolae |

anil broading keam niotes. Full-hodied, yet sleek sl pure

BODEGAS TERRAZAS DE LDS ANDES Malbec Mendoza B0 £38

Gran 19949
Spors a boatlood of frir—hblackberry, curmant, boysenbeny—
with cotfes, mineral amd toost notes backing it up

BODEGAS TERRAZAS DE LOS ANDES Malbec Mendazs

Reseqva 2000
Packed with fruit. Sheosws some matuere notes, with dosk boy-
.wnl'lcrn o] Bramble Plavors. Slear- mmd ITL'-I'I--Efl:'l'Ith finish.

TIKAL hibile Alos se Mandoza 2000
Thisck kirsch fluvisr, wieh allurmg plum, spice and toast nintes
MWice mighr package, with juicy, vibrmant acidity,

BEST VALUES

§15

§50

BODEGA CATEMA ZAPATA Chardonnay Mendoza Alamos 2001 &8

Preory pear and piecrust favors, with hings of lime snd flow-
ers. Mive round rexture and sood lenprh on the finish.

BODEGAS ESMERALDA Chardonnay Mendoza Alamos 2000
Bije il ey, wirh pipe pear, hazelnat und fig notes. Long
creamy firishi. L.'?l.lll.-r Lasty,

VALENTIN BIANCHI Malbec San Rafssl 1999
Lot of sweeet toamst sl vamilla, wirh juicy blsck and red
by fruie snd spice flavors. Delicios.

BODERAS ESCORIMUELA Malbec Mendora

Don Miguel Gascdn 2001
Textboak Malbec, with brier, chocolare wmd dark plm fla
vore. Fleshy texture, smoky finish. A wouch rustic in the end,

BODEGA CATENA ZAPATA Bonarda Mendoza Alamas 2001
Mice mety dark plum and berry fruit, with sweet vanilla and
toxast on the gutsy finish.

BODERA CATEMA ZAPATA Cabemet Sauvignon

Mendoza Alamos 2001

Croed juicy bramble, hlack cherry and vanilla flavors, with
ai yatey Ty,

BODEGAS ESMERALDA Malbec Mendaza Alamos 2000
Clinnaman and spice mromas, Blackbery and chocolare
Mavers, Sweet berry finish picks up a meaty noge.

BODEGAS ¥ VINEDOS SANTIAGO GRAFFIGNA Barbera
Tulam Yalley Seleccién Especial 20040

Dielscionas plum ond brier lwvon. Rige and exvbenant, with
a elch, jammy finish,

BODEGAS ¥ VINEDDS SANTIAGO GRAFFIGHNA Malboc

Tulum Valley Seleccicn Especial 2000

Liwely, with medmmm-weight brier and hlackberry flavon
augmented by tasty, sweet topse. Some miscle oo the finish.

BODEGAS LA RURAL Chardannay Tupungato Trumpeter 2000
Creainy feel, with preey fig snd quince notes undemeath,

Srcomy, minerml notes on the finish. Micely done.

BT
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£10
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$13

§10

$10

£10

§10
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fication technigques to unexrch the potential @ their vineyards,
s wineries feleased some compelling wines during the past year.
They imclade the
2000 {91, 5851, Tikal Malbee Alrs de Mendoss Amorio 200091
530}, Bodesas Terruzas de los Andes Malbec Mendozs Crmn 199

(30, $38) and BenMarco V.M.S, Mendoz 2000 (90, $332)

A chinal-Ferrer Malbec Mendoza Finca Alpsmidra

Walie Mulbecs abound aowell, with numerous very good or even
outstanding bortlings priced ar §15 or less. Look for the Podegs
lerrnzss de bos Andes Malbee Mendom Reserva 2000 (90, $15),
Boderas Escomthusla Malbec Mendaza Don Miguel Gascin 2001
(27, $10% and Vit Dofia Pauls Malbee Lujdn de Cuyo Los Candos
2001 (87, 399, Bodega Mormon chionie this vear with some RETRIERE ed
Malbees, including ite Malbee Mendozm Reserve 2000 (89, 515)

There is more to Argenting than just Malbec. Cabernet
AL ETON miikes -llll:-r.ll1-|l‘-'-l.' wines there, w |'|||1- ONAPES such as
Bonarda (a round, plummy, leshy grape similar to [taly's
Barbern) and Syrah also add o the country's range. The Susana
Balbo Syrah-Bonarda Mendoza Crios 2001 (69, §15) and
Vilentin Bianchi Cabernet Sauvignon San Rafae] 19989 (59
% 141 offer chinmerer and value.

Aspentina’s white wines are generally less dyiamic dhan s reds,
though some fing Chardonnays can be found. Examples include
the Bodega Catena Zapata Chardonnsy Mendoza Cateni Aldea
Adriannn Vinevard 2000 (91, 5320 and Chardonnay Mendoz
Carena Agrelo Vinevards 2001 (550, 5241, along with the Bodegss
Termizs de ls Andes Chardonnmiy Tupungato Besenea 2000 (89,
£15). Torroneés, a spicy Muscar-like grape unique to Argentina, has
sarnered some enthisiasm, bur mos of the bottlings that 1 have
tnsted shisw o waxy, slightly blovwsy side

[hrowing a monkey wrench into Argenting’s burgeoning wine

industry s the coumtry's recent economic crisis and the dramaric

Sevidualion of [0E pesn In recent yesrs, many of the winefies that

had been producing for the domestic market re-equipped them
selves, while athers starped froen scratci—all armima ak the expand
mg exger marker, Whether these retooded and nascent wineries
ey sirvive the mdden econamie downouem and match the qualicy
thar Catenta and the other handful of elite wineries are cumently
producing s an open question

Luckily, many wineries have the advantage of eaming foseijm
curreney, #nd with the devaliapion of the Anrentinesan peas making
the country's exports more anractively priced in foreggn markets, its
wine indhstry could be a factor in Angentinns aoonomic recmery

W vou Invest now, €% with o very weak peso, which you can
then set dollars for,” explains Donald Hess, whose new Colome
project will be releasing its fiest wines later this year.

Bt not all wineries are mking advanmage of the opportunitses.
=oqre ol the |q.'|;||-|.E'~ Large, wicksly distributed o TV s, such as
Trapiche, Bodegas Balbi, Santa Julia, Marcus James and Fincha
Flichman, continue o produce lackluster wines. This, like the
BCOTTLTLLC -J|'|Il_' ival, is slowimg ."'|IL:I.'.'-rIr'--1"- R ress

Srill, there is plenty to be optimistic abour Hess' Calomd hns
the patential to bolster the group of top wines; so dives Carlos
Pulenta, whose family owned Trapiche before its sale in 1997
Pulenta™s Bodegas Salentein debured its tirst set of wines re-
cently, highlighted by a solid Malbec Mendoza 2001 {88, $18]

Arpenting’s wine producess have a lot m work ony but they also
huve & kot o work with, [f the winerics con forge ahead and wse qual-
it a1 thete ultimate barometer of success, consuiners will soon have a
steady smeam of appealing wines coming thelr way—a stnesim that
can affer an impressive combination of characeer and value.
famies Midesworih is Wine Spectator's New York—based grsting coomdr-
nator and beadd ssger of Armimean udnes

Le#t: The modern wiredes of Bodegas y Viiedos Santiage Grafigna have been Buill on & Stong WiNEmakng tradition that dates to the lats 1800s. Right: Enalagist



